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Project Guidelines

Section 1

The Project

The aim of this publication is to provide guidelines for students
who wish to undertake a project towards one of our postgraduate
coursework degrees:

A Master of Public Health MPH
A Master of Health Management (Extension) — MHM (Extn)

The enclosed information provides information on the scope of
the project and what students should aim to achieve, how to plan
the project, important considerations, and what assessors will be
looking for.

At the same time, this publication also serves as a resource for
supervisors who work with students and provide advice during the
progression of their project, and for examination of the final
product.
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Project Guidelines

Introduction

The major project is an in-depth study of a contemporary health
issue that allows the student to demonstrate their knowledge and
application of the principles of research at a postgraduate level.
An option to undertake a project is available in one of the
following MPH plans (specialisations):

MPH in Infectious Disease Epidemiology and Control
MPH in International Health and Development

MPH in Health Promotion

MPH in Primary Health Care
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The project provides an opportunity to undertake an in-depth
study of a contemporary public health or community health issue.
For example, students study of the prevalence of a public health
problem, design and intervention and evaluate it, or complete a
small epidemiological survey or surveys of client use of a health
service.

For the MHM or MHM (Extn), the project provides the
opportunity to undertake an in-depth study of a health services
management issue.

Aims and objectives of a project

Projects will vary in their aims, scope and design, however in
general the aims and objectives should relate to the student
demonstrating their ability to apply the principles of research at a
postgraduate level. In planning, implementing, and reporting on
their project, the student should demonstrate their ability to:

f Identify and define a significant issue relevant to the discipline
of the degree

I Systematically collect or research relevant up to date
information about the issue

f Analyse, interpret, and discuss the information in accordance
with standard academic and health research practice

M Draw conclusions and make recommendations relevant to the
issue that will contribute to current knowledge and practice in
health

' Write and present a report in the form of a treatise in
accordance with academic standards at a postgraduate level
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Project Guidelines

Section 2

For Students and
Supervisors

This section focuses on preparation and progression through the
major project and is designed as a resource for students and their
supervisors.
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Project Guidelines

What is a project?

The penultimate experience for students enrolled in many of the
postgraduate degree programs in the Faculty of Medicine,
University of New South Wales, is the major project. The major
project comprises an in-depth study of a contemporary issue
relevant to the field in which you have been studying. There are
many possible options for your major project. These are just a few
suggestions:

f you may design your own small research study and collect and
analyse original data

f you may analyse an existing data set in order to answer a
research question
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