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RReeiinnvveennttiinngg  HHeeaalltthh  ––  PPoolliiccyy,,  PPrraaccttiiccee  aanndd  SSyysstteemmss  

 
The School of Public Health and Community Medicine and the range of research Centres 
that have formal or informal linkages with the School, have identified Reinventing health – 
policy, practice and systems as our overarching mission and a priority area for research 
and practice.  
 
We seek to make a significant national and international contribution to improving health and 
health service delivery through the generation of new knowledge, dissemination of existing 
knowledge and working with others to apply this knowledge. We will do this: 

• At the local level through “front line” research with clinicians, managers, consumers 
and communities; 

• At the state and national level through work with policy and decision makers within 
government and business, professional organisations, peak non-government 
organisations and community groups; and 

• At the regional and international level we will form collaborations with governments, 
business, other academic institutions and non-government organisations. 

 
Our commitment to Reinventing health – policy, practice and systems will involve a focus 
in three broad areas of research: health services and system development; understanding, 
preventing and managing major health problems; and social justice, ethics and diversity.   
 
The School works particularly closely with six UNSW Research Centres and one internal 
Research Unit with which it has a formal association:  

• Centre for Clinical Governance Research in Health. 
• Centre for Culture and Health;   
• Centre for Health Informatics;  
• Centres for Primary Health Care and Equity Research; 
• National Drug and Alcohol Research Centre; 
• National HIV Epidemiology and Clinical Research Centre; and 
• Muri Marri Indigenous Health Unit. 

 
In addition, the School has established and growing links with: 

• Australian Centre for Diabetes Strategies; 
• Centre for Refugee Research; 
• National HIV Social Research Centre; 
• National Perinatal Statistics Unit;  
• NSW Injury Risk Management Research Centre; 
• Population Mental Health Research Centre; 
• Simpson Centre for Health Research; and 
• Social Policy Research Centre. 

 
The School and many of these Centres are committed to working with the Institute of Health 
Research and other research broking groups to take forward collaborative research in New 
South Wales.     
 
Collectively the School and our associated Centres have a substantial reputation in policy 
and practice. This is reflected in publications, research funding and national leadership roles.  
In 2002 alone there were over 250 research publications from this group.  Research funding 
rose dramatically from under $10 million in 1998 to well over $20 million in 2003.   
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RReeiinnvveennttiinngg  HHeeaalltthh  ––  PPoolliiccyy,,  PPrraaccttiiccee  aanndd  SSyysstteemmss  

 
 
Research activity continues to grow with competitive research grants awarded through the 
NHMRC, the ARC, the NIH, and non-governmental bodies including the National Heart 
Foundation and the Alcohol Education and Rehabilitation Foundation.   
 
Health care and health systems are changing dramatically in Australia and globally, leading 
to increased pressure to accelerate the transfer of new knowledge from research to policy 
and practice. Government, research funding bodies and the research community are 
investing in finding more effective ways of ensuring that this occurs in a timely, systematic 
and effective manner.  The University of New South Wales and the School and our Centres 
have contributed to this effort at state and national levels and will continue to do so through 
close collaboration with the Institute of Health Research and other related government and 
researcher initiatives. 
 
Additional attention is going into building partnerships between research-sensitive policy-
makers and policy-sensitive researchers so as to identify early the problems that need 
solving and to formulate joint questions and processes through which to answer them.  A 
greater focus is required on the interface between research and policy – improving the 
dissemination and debate around research findings and their implications for policy, practice 
and systems. Health services research, population health research, and health policy 
research are increasingly important.  Enhancing knowledge management in this new 
environment is a major challenge. 
 
The School is committed to working actively with research partners within the university, with 
other universities, and with health care providers, organisations and community groups, to 
assist in ‘Reinventing health – policy, practice and systems’.  Adding value through 
collective work is a challenge, but it extends the range of issues covered, draws people from 
different disciplines together, builds new partnerships, and increases the potential for critical 
and creative insights and analyses to emerge.  
 
This document provides an overview of some of the work being undertaken within the School 
of Public Health and Community Medicine and some of its associated research Centres. 
Further detail can be found on the website of the School of Public Health and Community 
Medicine at http://sphcm.med.unsw.edu.au. 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

Anthony Zwi  Elizabeth Harris 
Professor and Head  Convenor, Research Development Committee 
School of Public Health and 
Community Medicine 

 School of Public Health and 
Community Medicine 

 
 
        

http://sphcm.med.unsw.edu.au/
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SScchhooooll  ooff  PPuubblliicc  HHeeaalltthh  aanndd  CCoommmmuunniittyy  MMeeddiicciinnee  

 
Head of School: 
 

Professor Anthony Zwi 

School contact details: Phone: (02) 9385 3811   Fax: (02) 9313 6185  
Email: hos-sphcm@unsw.edu.au  
 

Major areas of research 
focus: 

The School has an overarching theme “Reinventing health-
policy, practice and systems. The School has identified 
three major research focus areas and conducts research at 
local, national and international levels in: 
• Managing and preventing major health problems 

(HIV/AIDS, infectious diseases, injuries and violence, 
drugs, alcohol and tobacco) 

• Social justice and equity research, including indigenous 
health and culture and health 

• Health services and systems 
 
> 60 FTE academic staff 
~ 150 conjoint and visiting staff 
> 90 PhD students (in association with Research Centres) 
~ general staff 

Current staffing: 

Numerous international visitors from WHO and overseas 
academic institutions at any one time 
 

Operating budget for 2003 
(including grant income): 
 

Over $5 million including research funding  
 
 
Health Evaluation Research and Outcomes Network 
(HERON) – with University of Sydney and NSW Cancer 
Council and NSW Health.  (NHMRC Capacity Building 
Grant) 
 

Selection of recently 
awarded research grants 
that highlight policy and 
practice issues: 

Faculty Research grants approved in 2003: 
• Anna Whelan, Anthony Zwi 

Policy options: human resource flows of skilled health 
professionals from developing countries to Australia 

• Chris Hughes, Sue Toohey, Chinthaka Balasooriya 
Factors that influence medical students’ approaches to 
learning 

• J Proudfoot, N Zwar, G Powell Davies, B Booth 
Measuring organisational linkages in general practice 
and their impact on quality of chronic disease care 

• M Harris, G Powell Davies, D Perkins 
The role of non-GP staff in chronic disease management 
in general practice. 

• Tessa Ho, Debbie Black, Elizabeth Sullivan 
Infants conceived with the use of assisted reproductive 
technology in Australia: a comparison of perinatal 
outcomes and costs. 

 
 Preventing violence and rebuilding the peace in the Asia-

Pacific (AusAID): a focus on East Timor, Bougainville, Sri 
Lanka, Solomon Islands and Cambodia. 
 

mailto:hos-sphcm@unsw.edu.au
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SScchhooooll  ooff  PPuubblliicc  HHeeaalltthh  aanndd  CCoommmmuunniittyy  MMeeddiicciinnee  

 
Examples of ways in which research is translated into policy, practice and system 
development:  
 
The School of Public Health and Community Medicine has a long history of active 
involvement in the development of State and national health policy.  Some recent examples 
of the work being undertaken within the School are described below. 
 
Getting Research Into Policy and Practice Committee 
 
This is a conjoint committee of the Institute of Health Research and NSW Health which 
comprises academic and health service/health policy members.  It is jointly chaired by the 
NSW Health Chief Health Officer Greg Stewart, and Professor Anthony Zwi, Head of the 
School of Public Health and Community Medicine.  The Committee is involved in a number 
of initiatives to establish priority issues for which health services research may contribute 
valuable insights.  The Committee seeks to promote evidence-informed policy-making and 
policy-sensitive research.  A number of initiatives have commenced seeking to enhance the 
research – policy and practice interface. 
 
Smoking cessation  
 
School staff have contributed substantially to describing and analysing changing patterns of 
smoking and have contributed actively to developing and evaluating effective interventions. 
They have written and produced the material and programs now widely distributed to 
general practitioners. 
 
Primary care  
 
School staff, working with and through relevant Centres, have been centrally involved in 
examining the primary – secondary care interface and looking at funding and other 
incentives for evidence-based practice.  A number of interventions have been trialled in the 
primary care setting leading to proposed changes for policy, practice and systems.  Recent 
exampels relate to care of diabetes and promotion of Smoking, Nutrition, Alcohol and 
Physical Activity interventions in the general practice setting. 
 
International health  
 
We have broad interests in examining the role that health should play in the Australian 
development cooperation program.  This feeds into the policy process within AusAID.  The 
School, with partners, is also involved in examining the role of health in building the peace 
in countries which have experienced major political disruption and violence. 
 
Reproductive health  
 
Senior staff within the School have assisted in evaluating policies and systems established 
to promote reproductive health in refugee communities.  This feeds into UNHCR and 
UNFPA policy-making structures, as well as into Australian policies. 
 
Workforce  
 
The School is examining a number of workforce issues. A focus on overseas trained 
doctors in the workforce examines current policies and strategies and the ethics of 
recruitment and retention.  The research seeks to identify new strategies which recognize 
the mobility of skilled workforces but which share the benefits and offset the losses of 
skilled person-power incurred primarily by poor countries. 
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Centre for Clinical Governance Research in Health 

 
 
 
Director: 
 

A/Professor Jeffrey Braithwaite 

Centre contact details: Phone: (02) 9385 3861   Fax: (02) 9663 4926  
Email: clingov@unsw.edu.au 
 

Major areas of research focus: Clinical governance  
 
Director 
Senior Lecturer/Researcher 
2 Research Fellows 
Research Assistant 
Business Manager 

Current staffing: 

9 Visiting Staff 
 

Operating budget for 2003 
(including grant income): 

Total expenditure from all sources: in excess of 
$1,000,000 pa 
 
Research program into safety and quality of health 
care (Clinical Excellence Commission) 
 
Evaluation of the impact of point of care clinical 
information systems (ARC Linkage) 
 
To overcome the limits of medicine in managing 
the dying process in acute care hospitals (ARC 
Discovery) 
 

Selection of recently awarded 
research grants that highlight 
policy and practice issues: 

To identify and evaluate a knowledge 
management program for Quality Branch (NSW 
Health) 

mailto:clingov@unsw.edu.au
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Centre for Clinical Governance Research in Health 
 
Examples of ways in which research is translated into policy, practice and system 
development:  
 
Several exemplars might be adduced of how the Centre’s work has been received.  
Associate Professor Jeffrey Braithwaite’s work on health policy, change management and 
organisational behaviour is widely used and cited.  He has researched, consulted, taught, 
presented and published on health policy, changing health sector structures, and change 
management for over a decade and a half and, particularly in the past five years, on 
clinicians as leaders and managers.  He has published or presented more than 150 books, 
monographs, articles or papers in national and international literature and venues.   
 
Dr Rick Iedema’s work on health communication and clinical work specialisation is attracting 
international acclaim, and is being used by practitioners in many health care settings.  Dr 
Iedema brings his skills as a social scientist to the analysis of clinical tasks and their 
enactment by specific clinicians.  This micro-level analysis is crucial for addressing the lived 
experience of what it means to improve clinical practice for individual clinicians.  Dr Iedema’s 
work has been presented at a range of international meetings and in some of the leading 
social science journals. 
 
The Centre embraces research innovation and dissemination in two ways.  First, it has 
developed creative ways to conceptualise research and evaluation projects and conduct 
them.  Second, it is innovative about disseminating findings for the benefit of sponsors, 
identified stakeholders and the wider health community.   
 
In terms of innovation in project initiation and conduct, the Centre is at the forefront in using 
a process adapted from Van de Ven, Polley, Garud and Venkataraman (1999).  This process 
involves attending to four important ingredients in project success: mapping the journey, 
encouraging learning and collaboration along the way, providing leadership in each project 
phase, event and sub-process, and managing internal and external relations.  Various 
brainstorming and creation-generating tools are used in the conceptualisation, design, 
inception, progress and completion stages of projects. 
 
In dissemination and findings, the Centre has modified for its use the Rogers innovation-
diffusion model (Rogers 1995).  Audiences for the Centre’s research findings include 
clinicians, other health service providers, health managers and policymakers, the academic 
research community in health policy and the academic disciplines from which its staff are 
drawn.  The Centre successfully employs a range of innovative dissemination methods, 
including:  

• purpose-designed and research-based workshops for hospital clinicians and 
managers;  

• contributions to academic courses such as the undergraduate medical curriculum at 
the University of New South Wales and the University of Sydney; 

• development of a range of resource materials including case studies, videos and 
computerised simulations;  

• acting as a neutral broker for policy briefings and forums; 
• conducting arm’s-length, professional and methodologically sophisticated evaluations 

of health policies, programs and projects;  
• presentations to professional conferences both nationally and internationally; and  
• publication of research findings in national and international journals, reports to 

government and in the Centre’s monograph series. 
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Centre for Culture and Health 
 
 
Director: 
 

Professor Maurice Eisenbruch 

Centre contact details: 
 

Phone: (02) 9385-2324; Fax: (02) 9385 8739 
Email: cch@unsw.edu.au  
 
Cultural competence in medical education and 
workforce 
Cultural issues in particular in national health 
priority areas  

Major areas of research focus: 

 
Director  
Director of Research  
Education Program Team Leader  
3 Research Associates  
Honorary Senior Research Fellow  

Current staffing: 

Research Assistant  
 
Approximately $700,000  
 
 
 

Operating budget for 2003 
(including grant income): 

 
Models for cultural competence in home and 
community care. (NSW Dept of Ageing) 
DRIVE: Cohort study of risk factors for young 
driver injuries  (NHMRC)  
Gender based medical education (AFMW/ 
Commonwealth Office for the Status of Women) 
Women talk cancer (AFMW/Commonwealth 
Office for the Status of Women) 
Multicultural drug education program Cabramatta 
(NSW Premier’s Dept) 
Families First multicultural project (SWSAHS) 
Development of a state-wide research agenda in 
multicultural health (NSW Health) 

Selection of recently awarded 
research grants that highlight 
policy and practice issues: 

Use and effectiveness of interpreters in the 
Emergency Department (NSW Health)  

 Australia-Canada Consortium on Health and 
Conflict – Preventing violence, recovery and 
building the peace (AusAID) 

 Identification of preferred media for translated 
health information for Chinese, Russian and 
Greek patients attending St Vincent’s Hospital 
and Sydney Hospital/Sydney Eye Hospital. 
(SESAHS) 

mailto:cch@unsw.edu.au
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Centre for Culture and Health 

 
 
Examples of ways in which research is translated into policy, practice and system 
development:  
  
National survey of cultural competence in medical education at Australian medical 
schools informing the development of a national network which is building guidelines for 
success in cultural competence, to inform Australian medical workforce development. 
 
A series of ethnographic studies of cancer (hereditary cancer, and recurrence) is 
informing curriculum development as well as Australian Cancer Network to produce 
national guidelines for lymphomas, has contributed to a national workshop on cultural 
competence in cancer - Clinical Oncology Society of Australia, and in due course will 
inform Priority Action for National Change #7 prescribed by the National Service 
Improvement Framework for Cancer. 
 
The cultural competence education model for aged care being developed with DADHC 
NSW will be a test-bed for Home and Community Care, and relevant to Charter of 
Residents' Rights and Responsibilities in Approved Residential Care Services; the 
Community Visitors Scheme, Standard 3.8 in the Standards and Guidelines for 
Residential Aged Care Services Manual, delivering Community Aged Care Packages in 
the home; the role of the Partners in Culturally Appropriate Care (PICAC) program. 
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Centre for Health Informatics 

 
 
Director: 
 

Professor Enrico Coiera 

Centre contact details: 
 

Tel: (02) 9385 1270     Fax: (02) 9385 1813 
Email: e.coiera@unsw.edu.au 
 
1) Decision support research stream 
2) Evaluation research stream 
3) Communication research stream 

Major areas of research focus: 

 
Director                                       Deputy Director 
Business Manager                       IT Systems 
Manager 
2 Program Managers                   Admin Officer   
PA to Director/Admin Officer 
3 Senior Research Fellows         3 Research 
Fellows 
Research Scientist                       2 Software 
Engineers 
1 visiting A/Professor                 Senior Lecturer     
4 Research Assistants   
2 PhD Students                           1 Master’s 
Student 

Current staffing: 

 
Approximately A$2 million per annum 
 
 
 

Operating budget for 2003 
(including grant income): 

 
Changing decision-making behaviour in general 
practice (NHMRC) 
“Quick Clinical” development grant (NHMRC) 
Evaluating the impact of information and 
communication technologies on organisation 
processes and outcomes: a multi-disciplinary, 
multi-method approach (ARC Linkage) 
Learning strategies for personal agents (ARC 
Discovery) 
Virtual Critical Care Unit evaluation project (NSW 
Health) 
Capacity building infrastructure grant (NSW 
Health) 
Electronic decision support systems (NICS) 
Agent mediated interaction (SIT CRC) 

Selection of recently awarded 
research grants that highlight 
policy and practice issues: 

Health Whitepaper Project and e-Health 
demonstrator support (SIT CRC) 

mailto:e.coiera@unsw.edu.au
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Centre for Health Informatics 
 
 
Examples of ways in which research is translated into policy, practice and system 
development:  
 
Completion of a 2-year evaluation of the NSW Department of Health’s Clinical 
Information Access Project (CIAP), demonstrating the critical role that online evidence 
access plays in enhancing clinical decisions across the State, as well as the significant 
barriers that remain to its widespread adoption across all areas.  The CIAP is accessible 
to over 55,000 clinicians across the State. Our research represents possibly the first 
large-population based examination of the use of evidence in routine practice.   
 
Partnering with NSW DOH to obtain an Australian Research Council Linkage Grant, 
commencing 2003, to evaluate the forthcoming State-wide Point of Care Clinical 
Systems (PoCCS) project, worth over $1 million in cash.   This will eventually see 
leading edge information technology deployed at the point of care across all the State’s 
hospitals. 
 
Continued partnering with Merck Sharpe and Dome in an Australian Research Council 
SPIRT Grant (commenced 2001, worth over $1.5 million in cash), to develop software 
technology that provides general practitioners with immediate access to relevant 
evidence at the point of care. A national trial in 2002 of the resulting Quick Clinical (QC) 
system involved 250 GPs. It has demonstrated that the technology is effective in 
answering clinical questions, is clinically acceptable, and can be used effectively at the 
point of care. Version 3 of the Quick Clinical system (QC2) has been completed, looking 
at innovative ways of delivering on-line information to clinicians in a way that matches 
the needs of their clinical tasks and the time-pressured demands of their work 
environment. The system will be commercialised in 2003. 
 
Completion of a tender for the Federal Department of Health and Ageing, surveying the 
state of decision support technologies nationally and internationally. 
 
Completion of a project funded by the National Institute of Clinical Studies for a project 
that spans the evaluation and decision support streams, comparing the effectiveness of 
QC and traditional information retrieval systems. 
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Centres for Primary Health Care & Equity 
 
The Centres for Primary Health Care & Equity are a consortium of three research 
centres: the Centre for General Practice Integration Studies, the Centre for Health 
Equity Training, Research and Evaluation, and the Centre for Equity and Primary 
Health Research in the Illawarra and Shoalhaven 
 

Directors: Professor Mark Harris (Executive Director); Mrs Elizabeth 
Harris (Director, CHETRE); Mr Gawaine Powell Davies 
(Director, CGPIS); Dr David Perkins (Director, CEPHRIS) 
 

Centre contact details: Ph: (02) 9385 2511      Fax: (02) 9313 6185 
Email: m.f.harris@unsw.edu.au 
 

Major areas of research focus: Health system development (including health services 
integration; information systems for primary health care; 
development and evaluation of new models of primary health 
care; early childhood interventions; primary health care 
workforce development) 
Prevention and management of chronic diseases and 
associated risk factors (including quality improvement; 
organisational development in general practice; prevention of 
chronic disease) 
Understanding and intervening to reduce health 
inequalities (including Aboriginal health; unemployment and 
health; place and health; access to quality health care) 
Improving the links between research and 
policy/practice (including policy development and advice; 
primary health care capacity building; policy tool 
development; teaching) 
 

Current staffing: Total: 25.7 FTE  
(CEPHRIS: 3.5 FTE; CHETRE: 10.4 FTE; CGPIS: 11.8 FTE) 
 

Operating budget for 2003 
(including grant income): 

$1,378,709.00 (2003/2004 income) 
 
 

Selection of recently awarded 
research grants that highlight 
policy and practice issues: 

Evaluation of national GP-Hospital integration pilot sites 
program (DoHA) 
Developing and testing risk factor interventions in community 
health (NSW Health)  
Needs assessment of NSW Divisions for support for 
population health programs (Alliance of NSW Divisions) 
Clinical IT in nursing homes  
Mental Health Integration-manpower (DoHA)   
NSW Health Impact Assessment Project - Phase 2 (NSW 
Health) 
NSW Health Impact Assessment Project - Phase 3 (NSW 
Health) Health status and development among Aboriginal 
infants in an urban community (NHMRC) 
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Centres for Primary Health Care & Equity 
 
 
Examples of ways in which research is translated into policy, practice and system 
development:  
 
The long term vision of the Centres for Primary Health Care and Equity is to improve the 
health and wellbeing of the people of New South Wales through a focus on improved 
primary health care services and development of policies and strategies that address health 
inequalities.  The CPHC&E are committed to intervention research that will impact on policy 
and practice and as a result aim to conduct and disseminate research and evaluation and 
develop programs that: 
! contribute to a more integrated and equitable health system, with a focus on primary 

health care; 
! lead to a better understanding of the causes of health inequality and interventions that 

are effective in reducing them; 
! build research capacity in primary health care and equity; and 
! contribute to teaching in these areas. 
 
There are many examples of work undertaken by the CPHC&E which have direct relevance 
and transfer to policy, practice and system development. Three of these (each of which 
reflects the work of the individual Centres) are listed below: 
 

DDiivviissiioonnss  DDiiaabbeetteess  &&  CCVVDD  QQuuaalliittyy  IImmpprroovveemmeenntt  
As more is understood about what makes for effective chronic disease care, quality 
improvement becomes important as a way of supporting evidence-based care.  In 1999 
CGPIS aggregated and analysed data from Divisions of General Practice diabetes 
programs. This was used to describe Divisions programs and identify what they were 
achieving in terms of GP and patient reach, quality of care and health outcomes. Results of 
this data aggregation have been used widely to provide an insight into current diabetes care 
through general practice and contributed to the design of the National Integrated Diabetes 
Program. This aggregation and analysis was repeated in 2002/3, this time including CVD 
data. This work has been used in developing new incentives for quality care of diabetes in 
general practice.   
 
Health Impact Assessment (HIA) 
In order to ensure that NSW Health had the capacity to undertake HIA, CHETRE was 
contracted by the NSW Centre for Health Promotion to: 
• Explore the feasibility and mechanisms for the development of HIA processes in NSW; 
• Increase awareness in the NSW health system on the purpose and scope of HIA 

processes; and 
• Identify key areas where capacity needed to be developed. 
This was part of the project, known as Phase 1, which ended on 30 June 2003. A report on 
the outcomes of Phase 1, developed in consultation with key stakeholders in NSW Health, 
has now been submitted to the Department. The focus of the consultations was on reviewing 
Phase 1 and developing an approach for the next step, Phase 2. 
 
Far West Mental Health Integration Project (FWMHIP) 
The FWMHIP is a new model of primary mental health care for rural and remote 
communities.  It aims to provide access to quality and sustainable mental heath services 
where there are no resident psychiatrists and to support local providers and GPs. The 
Commonwealth wish to contract CEPHRIS to conduct a manpower study and larger study of 
the replication of this model across Australia. 
 



School of Public Health and Community Medicine 
Research, Policy and Practice  Page 15 

National Drug and Alcohol Research Centre 
 
 
Director: 
 

Professor Richard P. Mattick 

Centre contact details: 
 

Phone: (02) 93850333    Fax: (02) 93850222 
Email: ndarc@unsw.edu.au 
 

Major areas of research focus: The epidemiology of substance use, the 
identification of potential harms; the health 
economics of substance use and treatment; 
monitoring of drug markets and supply reduction; 
prevention and early interventions; treatment; 
and information and training for service 
providers, policy makers and the community. 

 
Current staffing: A total of 53 staff including 10.5 FTE academic 

staff, 5 conjoint appointees and an additional 4 
visiting fellows. 
 

Operating budget for 2003 
(including grant income): 

Our indicative budget for 2003-4 is $5.04 million. 
 
 
National illicit drug indicators project 
 
Review of correctional services responses to 
reduce the initiation, level and impact of drug use 
within Australian prisons 
 
Pharmacotherapies for excessive alcohol use: 
economic considerations 
 
The implications for health and law enforcement 
of the increased availability and use of potent 
forms of methamphetamine 
 
Reducing alcohol-related harm in rural 
communities 
 
The Australian Treatment Outcome Study 
(ATOS): Heroin 
 

Selection of recently awarded 
research grants that highlight 
policy and practice issues: 

A multisite randomised controlled trial of the 
Adolescent Cannabis Check-up 
 

 Disseminating and implementing the guidelines 
for the treatment of alcohol problems 

mailto:ndarc@unsw.edu.au
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National Drug and Alcohol Research Centre 
 
 
 
Examples of ways in which research is translated into policy, practice and system 
development:  
 
The Centre’s research has had a significant impact on policy and practice nationally and 
internationally.  The areas where research in the past has been successful in demand 
reduction include: treatment effectiveness reviews and quality assurance projects in the area 
of alcohol, opioids and nicotine treatment and their related dissemination projects; 
evaluations of treatment for adolescent and women’s drug dependence problems; trials of 
buprenorphine leading to registration and Pharmaceutical Benefit Scheme listing; the 
successful national evaluation of pharmacotherapies for opioid dependence (NEPOD) project 
and the development of clinical guidelines for pharmacotherapies, including naltrexone, 
methadone, and buprenorphine; recent work on the identification of amphetamine-related 
problems; the Australian Treatment Outcome Study; the development of brief interventions 
for adult cannabis use disorder and the resulting dissemination program, and the ongoing 
development of an early intervention for cannabis related problems among adolescents using 
a check-up approach;  the development of the NSW and national minimum dataset for the 
monitoring of treatment service delivery and the brief treatment outcome measure for opioid 
maintenance pharmacotherapies that is now mandated for use in NSW public clinics.  The 
Centre has more recently developed work investigating the structural determinants of drug 
use that takes a preventative and systemic approach to this problem. 

 
In terms of understanding or reducing harms: NDARC has led the way in the identification 
and  measurement of intervention with HIV and Hepatitis C risk behaviours; identification of 
escalating heroin overdose rates and intervention strategies; harms associated with the use 
of performance and image enhancing drugs; and the health effects of cannabis.  Similarly, 
the National Survey of Mental Health and Well-Being was a very significant study in 
understanding population rates of drug and alcohol use disorders for Australia.  The ongoing 
role of the illicit drug reporting system as an early warning mechanism for ongoing policy 
development needs to be recognised.  More recently further attention to the health impacts of 
MDMA, amphetamines and cocaine has been relevant to understanding and reducing harms.  
The Centre is also currently undertaking a study of the palatability of ‘ready to drink’ alcoholic 
beverages among young people and their influence on patterns of alcohol use. 
 
Future research investment:  There are a number of important future areas for research 
which need attention.  With regard to policy and practice the impact of MDMA and other so-
called ‘party drugs’ and potential interventions for associated problems needs greater 
attention and understanding.  Related to this is a need to better understand the possibly 
growing use of performance and image enhancing drugs (PIEDs) particularly amongst 
younger people.  In line with the Centre’s previous work on quality assurance clinical 
guidelines, the research into cannabis interventions is now sufficiently mature that it should 
be the next focus of this endeavour.  There is a need for further development of primary and 
secondary brief interventions for alcohol-related problems among young people in schools 
and in a family context. As noted, the information derived from these activities needs to be 
better transferred to policy makers and disseminated so the practices can be more reliably 
influenced by them. 
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National Centre in HIV Epidemiology & Clinical Research  
 
 
Director: 
 

Professor David A Cooper 

Centre contact details: 
 

Level 2, 376 Victoria Street 
Darlinghurst NSW 2010 
Tel: 9385 0900 
Facsimile: 9385 0920 
Email: recept@nchecr.unsw.edu.au 
 
Surveillance 
Therapeutic and vaccine research 
HIV epidemiology and prevention 

Major areas of research focus: 

Viral hepatitis 
 Primary HIV infection research 

 
88 local staff, both full and part-time 
5 internationally-based staff 
3 Honorary Visiting Fellows 

Current staffing: 

6 Honorary Visiting Lecturers 
 
$14,861,575 Operating budget for 2003 

(including grant income):  
 
The ROSEY study, a double-blind placebo controlled trial 
entirely developed and run by NCHECR 
Evaluation of Australia's first supervised injecting centre 
ESPRIT and SILCAAT, the large clinical end-point 
studies of interleukin-2 as an immunomodulatory 
treatment for HIV 
recruitment of people newly infected with hepatitis C 
through injecting drug use. The aims of the study, also 
funded by the NIH, are to gain a deeper understanding of 
hepatitis C pathogenesis, and options for early treatment 
 
 
 

Selection of recently awarded 
research grants that highlight 
policy and practice issues: 

 

mailto:recept@nchecr.unsw.edu.au
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National HIV Epidemiology & Clinical Research Centre 
 

 
 
Examples of ways in which research is translated into policy, practice and system 
development:   
 
NCHECR's primary functions relate to the coordination of national surveillance programs 
and clinical trials. While its original focus was exclusively on HIV/AIDS, NCHECR’s work has 
expanded to encompass hepatitis B and C, and sexually transmissible infections. NCHECR 
also conducts research into the transmission, prevention and natural history of these 
infections. NCHECR’s research program has increasingly taken on a regional focus, with 
major collaborative programs in Thailand and Cambodia. Other functions of NCHECR 
include the training of health professionals, and input into the development and 
implementation of health policy and programs.  
 
NCHECR carries out its functions by working with an extensive range of collaborators, 
including State and Territory Health Departments, public and private clinical units, national 
and international organisations, and the corporate sector. It also works closely with the other 
national HIV research centres.  
 
Dissemination of NCHECR's research output is undertaken through publication in scientific 
journals and a range of surveillance reports.  
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Muri Marri Indigenous Health Unit 
 
The research and development component of the Muri Marri Indigenous Health Unit has only 
been operating since August 2003. 
 
Directors: 
 

Dr Lisa Jackson Pulver, Development and 
Research 
Mr Dennis McDermott, Senior Lecturer 
 

Unit contact details: 
 

Ph: (02) 9385 1769  Fax:  (02) 9313 6185 
Email:  l.pulver@unsw.edu.au  
 
Aboriginal health and Aboriginal-focused 
epidemiology 
Health outcomes and interventional studies 
Equity and social justice 

Major areas of research focus: 

Human rights and health 
 
1.0 FTE Senior Lecturer Research and 
Development  
1.0 FTE Senior Lecturer (some research)  
1.0 Research Fellow  
0.2 Senior Lecturer (dedicated to research)  

Current staffing: 

 
The unit is funded from a variety of sources, 
including the School for Rural Health, the 
PHREP, and project money  

Operating budget for 2003 (include 
grant income): 

 
Identify Aboriginal Health Researchers (IHR) 
 
Aboriginal Home Visiting Programme Evaluation 
(SWSAHS) 
 

Selection of recently awarded 
research grants that highlight 
policy and practice issues: 

Aboriginal Infants, SW Sydney (NHMRC) 

mailto:l.pulver@unsw.edu.au
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Muri Marri Indigenous Health Unit  
 
 
 
Examples of ways in which research is translated into policy, practice and system 
development:  
 
The Muri Marri Indigenous Health unit is a small but growing unit in the SPHCM.  It started in 
2002 with the appointment of Mr Dennis McDermott.  Dr Lisa Jackson Pulver was appointed 
in August 2003 to develop and drive a research agenda.  Since then a research fellow, Mr 
Anton Clifford, and another senior lecturer, Ms Jill Guthrie have been appointed.  The unit 
has areas of responsibility in the undergraduate and postgraduate degrees of the Faculty of 
Medicine and provides academic and intellectual support for other programmes across 
campus and outside of the UNSW.  The unit has attracted seven postgraduate students to 
the UNSW and four are enrolled into PhD programmes.   
 
Much of the project work Muri Marri conducts is conducted through funding from competitive 
grants and consultancy projects.  Dr Jackson Pulver is also on three subcommittees of the 
NHMRC and Mr McDermott and Dr Jackson Pulver are both associate consultants of the 
Aboriginal Health and Medical Research Council of New South Wales (AH&MRC).  The Unit 
is currently undergoing an identity shift and strategic planning process. Some examples of its 
work are: 
 
1) Epidemiological work: - Aboriginal interventions based work is being developed. Some 
areas of interest include hepatitis B, cancer, and chronic disease, amongst others.  
 
2)  Evaluation work – the Aboriginal Home Visiting Programme in south-west Sydney will 
better inform practice and care of the health services to Aboriginal families in the urban 
environment.  Another project on the evaluation of service delivery at Aboriginal Community 
Controlled Health Organisations (ACCHOs) is under development and negotiation. 
 
3) Social, spiritual and emotional well-being –  The men of Kinchela Boys Home and other 
members of the Stolen Generations have approached Muri Marri to develop, in consultation, 
a strategic plan to support members of the Stolen Generations to achieve their aims.   
Research contrasting mechanisms behind Maori and Indigenous well-being and positive 
approaches to Indigenous well-being commences in 2005. Further, one of Muri Marri’s 
Master’s students is intending to review health status of Aboriginal people taken from their 
families as children.  
 
4) Primary prevention- Specific chronic care and primary interventions are being developed 
around smoking, nutrition, physical activity and alcohol misuse.  These interventions are 
being developed for urban Aboriginal communities in NSW.  
 
5) Cultural safety -  Muri Marri is undertaking work with the Victorian Transcultural Psychiatry 
Unit and the Centre for Culture and Health (UNSW) to extend scholarship and pedagogical 
research into training for cultural safety and cultural competence, with a range of health 
professionals, across both Indigenous and CALDB populations.   
 
6) Human rights & health – Development of a research agenda in liaison with other sectors 
in the area of Human Rights and Health and a rights based approach to health service 
provision. 
 
7) Aboriginal health research capacity building – into Koori communities, starting with two 
large urban centers in rural NSW. Part of this includes the development and commissioning, 
in 2005, of a four-unit course of study that will articulate directly with the proposed Graduate 
Diploma of Public Health in Indigenous Health for delivery to our collaborating ACCHS’s. 
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Australian Centre for Diabetes Strategies 
 
 
Director: 
 

Ms Ruth Colagiuri 

Centre contact details: 
 

Prince of Wales Hospital, Randwick 2031 
Ph: (02) 93814650   Email: 
colagiurir@sesahs.nsw.gov.au  
 
Health services research in diabetes and related NCDs 
- access and effectiveness (including consumer issues) 
- evidence based health care & guidelines 

Major areas of research focus: 

- health economics 
 
5.5 FTE research officers 
1 statistician 
1 senior education & development officer (some 
research) 
1 senior project manager  
2 administrative staff 
1 director (some research) 

Current staffing: 

 
Approximately  $1.5-1.75 million 
 
 

Operating budget for 2003 
(including grant income): 

 
Information & Education  For People with Diabetes – A 
Best Practice Strategy (Commonwealth – Dept Health & 
Ageing) 
 
Evidence Based Guidelines for Type 2 diabetes 
(Commonwealth- NHMRC) 
 
DiabCo$t Study  (Eli Lilly & Commonwealth Dept Health 
& Ageing) 
 
Scoping the Prevention of Type 2 Diabetes (NSW 
Health) 
Investigating Models & Trends in Chronic Disease 
Prevention and Care (Novo Nordisk Denmark) 
 
Establish a Cochrane Diabetes satellite & conduct 3 
reviews (Commonwealth - NHMRC) 
 
Secondary and tertiary diabetes prevention in the Pacific 
Islands (World Diabetes Foundation) 
 

Selection of recently awarded 
research grants that highlight 
policy and practice issues: 

Developing agreed outcomes and indicators for diabetes 
education  (Diabetes Australia) 

mailto:colagiurir@sesahs.nsw.gov.au
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Australian Centre for Diabetes Strategies 
 
 
 
Examples of ways in which research is translated into policy, practice and system 
development:   
 
The ACDS is a health services research and policy development unit.  It also conducts 
projects and programs which encompass health professional training and development, 
health services development, access and clinical effectiveness issues in Australia and in the 
Western Pacific Region.  As a result it has the opportunity to implement its own policy and 
research results (along with those in the broader public health domain) through its own 
programs. In addition policy and research results generated by the ACDS are implemented 
in a variety of ways.  Some examples are: 
 
1)  Health economics - the DiabCo$t study results are being used to inform policy across 
Australia and a current project is modelling the cost and practicalities of implementing 
intensive diabetes therapy in Australia.  
 
2)  Evidence-based health care – national guidelines for Type 2 diabetes and guidelines for 
diabetes in the elderly produced by the ACDS, form the basis of clinical care protocols in 
general practice and diabetes centres, inform normal ranges etc for pathology labs and are 
being actively implemented by the Department of Health and Ageing through a number of 
national programs. 
 
3) Epidemiology – a comprehensive diabetes and CVD risk factor prevalence study of adults 
in Tonga has been used to follow up people with diabetes and people at risk of diabetes, and 
to inform forward prevention and care planning and health service configuration by the 
Ministry of Health. A recent survey of lifestyle risks in high school children is being used to 
alter school policy on physical activity and the sale of food in high schools in Tonga. 
 
4) Primary prevention- a scoping paper by the ACDS on the prevention of Type 2 diabetes is 
currently being used by NSW health to inform its policy and actions on diabetes prevention 
on a State-wide basis. 
 
5) Strategic planning- policy and health services research results developed by the ACDS 
are fed into the population plans the ACDS develops for WHO and the International Diabetes 
Federation, eg the Western Pacific Diabetes Plan of Action, the African Diabetes Declaration 
and Strategy. 
  
6) Access and effectiveness – the results of the qualitative research to develop the 
Information and Education Framework are being actively implemented by Diabetes Australia, 
eg funding has been awarded to develop nationally agreed outcomes and indicators for 
diabetes education. 
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National Centre in HIV Social Research 
 
 
 
Director: Professor Susan Kippax 

 
Centre contact details: 
 

Tel: (02) 9385 6776  Fax: (02) 9385 6455 
Email:  
 

Major areas of research focus: Social research into the prevention of HIV, hepatitis 
C and sexually transmissible infections with special 
reference to gay men, injecting drug users, and 
social aspects of treatment and care of people 
living with HIV, Hep C and related diseases. Also 
research on these topics in relation to Indigenous 
Australians, mobility and migration and the Asia-
Pacific region. 
 

Current staffing: Twenty full-time researchers and seven support 
staff managing administration, research resources 
and community/policy liaison.  
 

What was your operating budget 
for 2003 (include grant income): 

Approx. $2,500,000 

Selection of recently awarded 
research grants that highlight 
policy and practice issues: 

Comparing the role of takeaways in methadone 
maintenance treatment in New South Wales and 
Victoria (NHMRC) 
 
Barriers and incentives to drug treatment 
(Commonwealth Department of Health) 
 
An analysis of ‘blood awareness’ for the purposes 
of hepatitis C (HCV) prevention, education and 
health promotion’ (NHMRC) 
 
Health in Men (HIM) Study (US National Institute of 
Health) 
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National Centre in HIV Social Research 
 
 
 
Examples of ways in which research is translated into policy, practice and system 
development:   
 
 
Knowledge transfer: NCHSR has established close relationships with other research 
institutions, universities, state and Commonwealth health departments, other government 
bodies, non-government organisations and communities, so that the findings from NCHSR 
studies will inform policy and be used in the evaluation of education and prevention 
campaigns. NCHSR also has extensive experience in liaising with state governments and 
state-based non-government organisations to develop instruments for the ongoing 
monitoring of risk practices in the context of HIV and hepatitis C and sexually transmissible 
infections around Australia. Examples of NCHSR research findings taken up in policy and 
practice contexts include the internationally influential concept of ‘negotiated safety’ 
describing the ways in which gay men modify their sexual practices within sero-concordant 
regular relationships, and the more recent notion of ‘strategic positioning’ describing the 
ways in which gay men make deliberate choices about whether or not to engage in insertive 
or receptive anal sex in order to reduce their risk of HIV transmission. 
 
 
Research Link Project: Since 1999 the Commonwealth Department of Health and Ageing 
has funded a NCHSR-based project to undertake activities to enhance relationships 
between HIV social researchers and those working in the fields of HIV education, health 
promotion, policy development and care and support, and recently in the area of hepatitis C. 
The work of the Research Link project covers the following areas: research dissemination; 
capacity development of educators in community sector organisations; liaison and 
partnership building with the community sector; and the involvement of the community sector 
in research processes. In 2003, the Research Link project began producing and distributing 
the quarterly Social Research Briefs and biannual Social Research Issues Papers funded by 
NSW Health, with the direct objective of informing policy and practice. 
 
 
Consortium for Social and Policy Research on HIV, Hepatitis C and Related Diseases: 
The most recent example of our commitment to facilitating closer liaison between research 
and policy is the Consortium for Social and Policy Research on HIV, Hepatitis C and Related 
Diseases. This project, funded by NSW Health and based at the NCHSR, aims to build and 
strengthen research capacity at the intersection between academic and health service 
organisations in the area of HIV, hepatitis C and illicit drug use in NSW, and to encourage 
collaborative research and the formation of healthy public policy in these fields. This includes 
the provision of scholarships and internships to facilitate research training for policy makers 
and practitioners in these sectors, and the hosting of intensive workshops to build research 
capacity amongst NSW research staff, policy makers, students and service providers. 
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NSW Injury Risk Management Research Centre 

 
 
 
Centre name:  
 

NSW Injury Risk Management Research Centre 

Director: 
 

Professor Caroline Finch 

Centre contact details: 
 

Level 8, Applied Science Building, UNSW 
Ph: (02) 9385 4207     Fax: (02) 9385 6040 
 
Childhood injury 
Database and coding issues 
Fatigue 
Male injury and risk taking behaviour 
Methodological issues 
Monitoring of injury trends 
Road and vehicle safety 
Sports injury 
Water safety 

Major areas of research focus: 

Workplace safety 
 
1 Executive Director (Professor) 
1 Deputy Director (A/Professor) 
1 Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
1 Senior Research Fellow 
2 Senior Research Assistants 
4 Research Assistants 
3 Administrative Staff 

Current staffing: 

Additional casual research staff 
 
$658,678 
 

Operating budget for 2003 
(including grant income): 

 
Psychostimulant use in long-distance road 
transport (NSW Health) 
Biostatistical approaches for injury data (NSW 
Health) 
Public health and violence (NSW Health) 
Injuries in junior football (Australian Football 
League Research Board, NSW Sporting Injuries 
Commission, Sports and Recreation Victoria) 
Managing return-to-play decisions following mild 
traumatic brain injury: a cohort study (National 
Centre for Injury Prevention and Control) 

Selection of recently awarded 
research grants that highlight 
policy and practice issues: 

Risk perceptions of skiers and snowboarders 
(Southern Area Health Services) 
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NSW Injury Risk Management Research Centre 
 
 
 
Examples of ways in which research is translated into policy, practice and system 
development:  
 
Publications (e.g. Boufous, Finch, Lord, Medical Journal of Australia, 2004) 
 
Conference presentations (e.g. Professor Finch co-chaired the NSW Government’s recent 
Country Road Safety Summit) 
 
Membership of strategic and influential committees (e.g. Professor Finch is Deputy 
Convenor of the Child Death Review Team, a parliamentary committee) 
 
Collaborative research partnerships (e.g. with School of Public Health and Community 
Medicine, Prince of Wales Medical Research Institute and the George Institute for 
International Health) 
 
Strategic advice to government funding agencies 
 
Media and other advocacy 
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The Simpson Centre for Health Services Research 
 
Director: 
 

Professor Ken Hillman 

Centre contact details: 
 

The Simpson Centre for Health Services Research  
Liverpool Hospital 
Locked Bag 7103 
Liverpool BC, NSW1871 
1. Patient safety and quality of care 
2. Complex system intervention and redesigning of 
health care 
3. Translate research results in to clinical/policy practices 

Major areas of research focus: 

4. Combine qualitative and quantitative research 
methodology in health services research  
2 Professors  
4 Senior Research Fellows 
6-8 Research Officers 
1 IT managers 
1 Business managers 
8-10 Research Assistants 
1 Statistical Consultant 

Current staffing: 

3 PhD students 
Around 1.2 millions 
 
 

What was your operating 
budget for 2003 (include grant 
income): 

 
1. Medical Emergency Response Intervention & Therapy  
(1.1 million from NHMRC & ACHPQ) 
2. Discharge Planning Project 
3. Emergency Department  (ED) Project 
4. Multicultural Approach to End of Life (MATEL) Study 

Selection of recently awarded 
research grants that highlight 
policy and practice issues: 

5. SWS Chronic Disease Self-Management Project 
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The Simpson Centre for Health Services Research 
 
 
Examples of ways in which research is translated into policy, practice and system 
development:  
 
Example 1:  MERIT study is a landmark study. It is the largest complex system intervention 
in patient safety using the 23-hospital cluster randomised controlled trails design to test the 
efficacy of the medical emergency team concept.  It has received worldwide attention and 
the invitations from European, North American and Asia have been extended to the 
Management Committee of the study to present the study results at the end of this year and 
the early of the next year.   Based on the experience and evidence of the study, the South 
Western Sydney Area Health Service has set up the new MET system as a key step in 
improving patient safety and many hospitals across Australia are preparing taking up the 
new MET system.  
 
Example 2:  Emergency Department Project has adopted a systematic approach in exploring 
the access block of the emergency department. It also explores the re-engineering of EDs to 
match its increased workload and changing function. It is expected that this research will 
lead to significant policy change both in Australia and Overseas.  
 
Example 3:  A twelve month study, exploring the way that patients from different culture 
background in Australia approach death & dieing in the Intensive Care Unit, have been 
incorporated into NSW Health Policy. 
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Social Policy Research Centre 

 
 
 
Director: 
 

Professor Peter Saunders 
A/Director Associate Professor Michael Bittman 
 

Centre contact details: 
 

Level 3, South Wing Rupert Myers Building 
University of New South Wales, Sydney 2052 
Tel: +61 2 9385-7806       Fax: +61 2 9385-7838 
Email:  sprc@unsw.edu.au 
 
Employment, income support and socio-
economic outcomes 
Human services 
Informal welfare systems 

Major areas of research focus: 

Macro processes and social policy regimes 
 
Director                                      Deputy Director 
4 x Senior Research Fellows      4 x Research 
Fellow 
4 x Research Associates             8 x Research 
Officers 
4 x Post-graduate Student 
4 x Business manager/ Librarian/Administrative 

Current staffing: 

 
$2.3 million 
 

Operating budget for 2003 
(including grant income): 

 
An integrated framework for developing credible 
indicators of deprivation and other dimensions of 
inequality (ARC Professorial Fellowship) 
The extent and cost of kinship foster care of 
orphans in rural China (ARC Linkage) 

Selection of recently awarded 
research grants that highlight 
policy and practice issues: 

Negotiating caring and employment - the impact 
on carers' wellbeing (ARC Linkage) 

mailto:sprc@unsw.edu.au
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Social Policy Research Centre 
 
 
 
Examples of ways in which research is translated into policy, practice and system 
development:  
 
SPRC evaluation leading to modification in NSW Government’s Families First Strategy 
 
SPRC evaluation leading to modifications in Youth Drug Court 
 
SPRC evaluations contributing to coordinated (aged) care  
 
SPRC ‘budget standards’ used to national wage cases and in setting foster care payments 
 
SPRC research improves targeting of services to ‘hidden’ carers 
 
SPRC research informs economic social participation programs 
 
SPRC research contributes to understanding of the take-up of family-friendly workplace 
provisions 
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APPENDIX ONE 
Areas of research focus 
The School of Public Health and Community Medicine has a focus on three broad areas of 
research, which have some overlap while retaining discrete areas of activity: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Understanding, 
preventing, and 
managing major 
health problems

Health services 
and system 

development 

Social justice, 
ethics and 
diversity 
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APPENDIX TWO  
Selected publications demonstrating the range of research 
activities within the School’s three key theme areas – 2002/2003 
(Note: this is not a comprehensive publications list but seeks to illustrate the type and range 
of work conducted within the School and its centres.  Many of the publications fall under 
more than one theme but have been cited only once for ease of reading.) 
 
 
Understanding, managing and preventing major health problems 
 
Agnew, LL., Kelly, M., Howard, J., Jeganathan, S., Betterham, M., French, R., Gold, J. & Watson, K., 
2003, 'Altered lymphocyte heat shock protein 70 expression in patients with HIV disease', in AIDS, vol 
17, pp. 1985 - 1988. 
 
Allen, TM., Kelleher, AD., Zaunders, J. & Walker, BD., 2002, 'STI and beyond: the prospects of 
boosting anti-HIV immune responses', in Trends in Immunology, vol 23, pp. 456 - 460. 
 
Alperstein, G. & Raman, S., 2003, 'Promoting mental health and emotional well-being among children 
and youth: a role for community child health?', in Child: Care, Health & Development, vol 29(4), pp. 
269 - 274. 
 
Amin, J., Moore, A., Carr, A., French, MA., Law, MG., Emery, S. & Cooper, DA., 2003, 'Combined 
analysis of two-year follow-up from two open-label randomized trials comparing efficacy of three 
nucleoside reverse transcriptase inhibitor backbones for previously untreated HIV-1 infection: 
OzCombo 1 and 2', in HIV Clinical Trials, vol 4, pp. 252 - 261. 
 
Ananworanich, J., Nuesch, R., Le Braz, M., Chetchotisakd, P., Vibhagool, A., Wicharuk, S., 
Ruxrungtham, K., Furrer, H., Cooper, DA. & Hirschel, B., 2003, 'Failures of 1 week on, 1 week off 
antiretroviral therapies in a randomized trial', in AIDS, vol 9370, pp. 33 - 37. 
 
Andersson, R., Antunes, F., Babiker, AG., Breckenridge, A., Brosgart, C., Clezy, KR., Cooper, DA., 
Coakley, D., Dally, LG. and others., 2002, 'A randomised placebo-controlled trial of adefovir dipivoxil in 
advanced HIV infection: the ADHOC trial', in HIV Medicine, vol 3, pp. 229 - 238. 
 
Appay, V., Zaunders, J., Papagno, L., Sutton, J., Jaramillo, AB., Waters, A., Eastbrook, P., Grey, P., 
Smith, DE. and others., 2002, 'Characterization of CD4(+) CTLs ex vivo', in Journal of Immunology, vol 
168, pp. 5954 - 5958. 
 
Baker, D., Law, MG., Petoumenos, K., Smith, DE., Anderson, JA., Roth, N. & Mallal, SA., 2002, 'Rates 
of combination antiretroviral treatment  change in Australia, 1997-2000', in HIV Medicine, vol 3, pp. 28 
- 36. 
 
Barnett, A., Smith, B., Williams, M., Lord, SR. & Bauman, AE., 2002, Stay safe active project. Falls 
prevention in a community setting, SWSAHS and POW Medical Research Institute, Sydney. 
 
Barton, MB., Vinod, SK., Delaney, GP. & Bauman, A., 2003, 'Lung cancer patterns of care in South 
Western Sydney, Australia', in Thorax, vol 58(8), pp. 690 - 694. 
 
Bauman, AE., Bellew, B., Vita, P., Brown, W. & Owen, N., 2002, Getting Australia active: towards 
better practice for the promotion of physical activity, National Public Health Partnership, Melbourne. 
 
Baume, PE., 2002, 'Learning about dying', in Australian Journal of Ageing, vol 21(1), p. 3. 
 
Birch, C., Middleton, T., Hales, GP., Cooper, DA., Law, MG., Crowe, S., Hoy, J. & Emery, S., 2003, 
'Limited evolution of HIV antiretroviral drug resistance-associated mutations during the performance of 
drug resistance testing', in Journal of Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndromes, vol 32, pp. 57 - 61. 
 
Boyd, MA., Zhang, X., Dorr, A., Ruxrungtham, K., Kolis, S., Nieforth, K., Kinchelow, T., Buss, N. & 
Patel, IH., 2003, 'Lack of enzyme-inducing effect of rifampicin on the pharmacokinetics of enfuvirtide', 
in Journal of Clinical Pharmacology, vol 43, pp. 1382 - 1391. 
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Breen, C., Harris, S., Lintzeris, N., Mattick, RP., Hawken, L., Bell, JR., Ritter, A., Lenne, M. & 
Mendoza, E., 2003, 'Cessation of methadone maintenance treatment using buprenorphine: transfer 
from methadone to buprenorphine and subsequent buprenorphine reductions', in Drug and Alcohol 
Dependence, vol 71(1), pp. 49 - 55. 
 
Brew, BJ., Tisch, S. & Law, MG., 2003, 'HIV nucleoside neuropathy and HIV distal symmetrical 
neuropathy: relationships to serum lactate and plasma HIV viral load', in HIV, vol 17, pp. 1094 - 1096. 
 
Buhrich, N., Hodder, T. & Teesson, MR., 2003, 'Schizophrenia among homeless people in inner-
Sydney: Current prevalence and historical trends', in Journal of Mental Health, vol 12(1), pp. 51 - 57. 
 
Burger, D., Boyd, M., Duncombe, CJ., Felderhof, M., Mahanontharit, A., Ruxrungtham, K., Ubolyam, 
S., Stek, M., Cooper, DA. and others., 2003, 'Pharmacokinetics and pharmacodynamics of indinavir 
with or without low-dose ritonavir in HIV-infected Thai patients', in Journal of Antimicrobial 
Chemotherapy, vol 51, pp. 1231 - 1238. 
 
Burns, LA. & Teesson, MR., 2002, 'Alcohol use disorder comorbid with anxiety, depression and drug 
use disorders.  Findings from the Australian National Survey of Mental Health and Well Being', in Drug 
and Alcohol Dependence, vol 68(3), pp. 299 - 307. 
 
Butler, TG., Levy, M., Dolan, K. & Kaldor, JM., 2003, 'Drug use and its correlates in an Australian 
prison population', in Addiction Research and Theory, vol 11(2), pp. 89 - 101. 
 
Campos, W. & Jalaludin, BB., 2002, 'Predictors of influenza vaccination amongst Australian nurses', in 
Australian Journal of Advanced Nursing, vol 20(2), pp. 19 - 21. 
 
Cardiello, P., van Heeswijk, RP., Hassink, EA., Srasuebkul, P., Mahanontharit, A., Samor, TM., 
Worarien, W., Beijnen, JH., Hoetelmans, RM. and others., 2002, 'Simplifying protease inhibitor therapy 
with once-daily dosing of saquinavir soft-gelatin capsules/ritonavir (1600/100mg):HIVNAT 001.3 
study', in Journal of Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndromes, vol 29, pp. 464 - 470. 
 
Carr, A., Workman, C., Smith, DE., Hoy, JF., Hudson, J., Doong, N., Martin, A., Amin, J., Freund, J. 
and others., 2002, 'Abacavir substitution for nucleoside analogs in patients with HIV lipoatrophy', in 
Journal of the American Medical Association, vol 288, pp. 207 - 215. 
 
Chan, DK., Mellick, GD., Buchanan, D., Hung, WT., Ng, PW., Woo, J. & Kay, R., 2002, 'Lack of 
association between CYP1A1 polymorphism and Parkinson's disease in a Chinese population', in 
Journal of Neural Transmission, vol 109(1), pp. 35 - 39. 
 
Clegg, AO., Williamson, P., Biti, RA., Cooper, DA., Emery, S., Carr, A. & Stewart, GJ., 2003, 
'Chemokine receptor genotype and response to interleukin-2 therapy in HIB-1-infected individuals', in 
Clinical Immunology, vol 106, pp. 36 - 40. 
 
Colagiuri, S., Colagiuri, R., Hussain, Z., Palu, T., Na’ati, S., MuiMuiheata, S., 2004 ‘The Prevalence of 
Diabetes in the Kingdom of Tonga’, in Diabetes Care vol. 25, pp. 1378 - 83. 
 
Collins, NP., Gosbell, I. & Wilson, SF., 2002, 'Community-acquired MRSA bacteraemia', in Medical 
Journal of Australia, vol 177(1), pp. 55 - 56. 
 
Collins, SP., Boyd, A., Fletcher, A., Kaldor, JM., Hill, A., Farish, S., Mclean, C., Ansari, Z., Smith, MJ. 
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