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Let’s hear from you

We would like to keep in touch 
with former staff and students 
of the School.  Please send 
your contributions to the editor, 
Kevin Forde:  
k.forde@unsw.edu.au
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the University of New South Wales.  

Opinions expressed in the articles do 
not necessarily reflect the views of 
the University of New South Wales.  
Information was correct at the time 
of publication but is liable to change.  
Please visit the School website for 
the latest information:
www.sphcm.med.unsw.edu.au
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Intensive course on  
Health, Development  
and Human Rights

The Initiative for Health and Human 
Rights (IHHR) which is based at 
the School of Public Health and 
Community Medicine is holding its 
second intensive course on Health, 
Development and Human Rights 
between 8-12 December. The Course 
Director is Professor Daniel Tarantola, 
Professor of Health and Human 
Rights at the University of New South 
Wales. Course guest lecturers will 
include Associate Professor Sofia 
Gruskin, Director of the Program on 
International Health and Human Rights 
at the Harvard School of Public Health 
(USA). Academics from the University 
of New South Wales Faculties of Law, 
Medicine and Arts and Social Sciences 
together with other institutions will 
create the course faculty. 

Inaugural Peter McDonald 
Scholarship

Help for HIV victims back home - 
Dr Helen Byakwaga

Dr Helen Byakwaga, who is currently 
being supervised by leading HIV 
researchers based at UNSW’s National 
Centre in HIV Epidemiology and 
Clinical Research (NCHECR), has been 
given the inaugural Peter McDonald 
scholarship to continue her studies in 
Australia. She was presented with a 
certificate at a recent event, attended 
by the High Commissioner for Uganda, 
Dr James Lukabyo. Dr Byakwaga’s 
PhD will focus on why some people 
respond well to treatment for HIV, 
while others do not. Until recently, 
Professor Peter McDonald was the 
chair of the NCHECR scientific 
advisory committee.

Dr Byakwaga has been touched 
by the problem personally – and 
professionally. She has already treated 

HIV patients for several years in the 
capital, Kampala, but wanted to 
become more involved in research to 
help improve policy and ultimately, 
care in her country.

“The main reason I was interested 
in HIV is because it’s such a big 
problem in Uganda. I have been 
affected because people close to me 
have died,” says Dr Byakwaga. 
“That was my initial interest, but then 
I realised that access to treatment is 
poor and there’s not enough research 
in sub-Saharan Africa. Research is 
important in providing information 
for effective practices in these 
countries where there are several 
other infections in the population 
and resources are limited.”

 The Last Word ...  

Daniel Tarantola says: “Amongst our 
2007 course participants a diverse 
range of professional backgrounds was 
represented, including youth work, 
law, social research, international 
development, public health, UN policy 
development, HIV/AIDS program 
management, general medical practice, 
architecture and indigenous policy. 
This course is particularly suited 
to staff from the United Nations, 
inter-governmental and other non-
governmental agencies. Fluency in the 
English language is required and places 
are strictly limited in this course to 80.”

Course application instructions and 
the Expression of Interest form can all 
be found and downloaded from the 
IHHR website: www.ihhr.unsw.edu.
au/initiative/courses.html. This website 
also provides regular course updates, 
including confirmation of speakers 
and the course schedule. To subscribe 
to IHHR email news updates send an 
email to ihhr@unsw.edu.au. 


